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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
National Federation for the Blind, State Convention 
 May 5-6, Rapid City 
Meeting the Need Camp 
 May 19-20, Keystone 
Awards Program and Luncheon 
 May 25, SDSBVI - Aberdeen 
SDSBVI Last Day of School 
 May 26, Aberdeen 
Youth Leadership Forum at Northern State University 
 June 4-8, 2017, Aberdeen 
7
th
 Annual Family Weekend - ñWrite Your Storyò 

 June 10-11, SDSBVI - Aberdeen 
Transition Week at Rehabilitation Center 
 June 11-15, Sioux Falls 
SDSBVI Summer Program 
 June 11-30, Aberdeen 
SDSBVI Summer Program 
 July 9-28, Aberdeen 
Family Swim at Aquatic Center 
 July 28, 1:30-4:30, Aberdeen 

FAMILY WEEKEND 2017:  
ñWRITE YOUR STORYò 
 
We are eagerly looking forward 
to our 7

th
 Annual Family Weekend!  It is 

planned for Saturday and Sunday, June 10-11, 2017.  
There will be multiple people with visual impairments who 
will be sharing their own stories of triumph, struggles, 
and experiences.  We are so thankful for their willingness 
to share, and look forward to having families come to 
take part in the weekend.  It will be a great opportunity for 
families to network with other families and enjoy a 
 weekend in Aberdeen.  The Outreach Vision  
Consultants, with support from the South Dakota  
Foundation for the Blind and Visually Impaired,  
encourage your family to join us. The Foundation is  
graciously covering the cost of the hotel and speakers.  
Information and registration have been mailed and needs 
to be returned by May 1, 2017.  Look for more  
information on the SDSBVI website: http://
sdsbvi.northern.edu or contact your Outreach  
Vision Consultant.  

http://sdsbvi.northern.edu
http://sdsbvi.northern.edu
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APH EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 
Push Button Padlock 
Make losing the key a thing of the past with this newly revised padlock.  Just push 5  
buttons to open and use the 2 large print/braille cards to write down the combination. The 
manual for learning to use the padlock can be downloaded from the APH website.  Not 
available with Quota funds. 
 

VisioBook Carry Bag 
This handy, padded carry bag makes it easy for the student to take the VisioBook  
wherever they go.  The zippered exterior storage pocket has a keyfob latch and an interior 
storage pocket.  The bag measures 14.5 x 12.5 x 2 inches. 
 

 
Spinner Overlays for the Light Box 
This overlay collection includes 6 different colored transparent overlays, 
several patterned overlays, 4 colors of sparkle and holographic  
overlays, sticker shapes, and supplemental cards.  The Guidebook  
provides information about the different materials and how to use them.      
 
These products are available from the American Printing House for the Blind (APH) for purchase and 
can also be borrowed from your area Outreach Vision Consultant. For more information on these  
products or other APH products, look on their website at http://www.aph.org or contact an Outreach  
Vision Consultant. 

Blankets of Joy - Oh, I Wish You Could See the Smile You Put On Their Faces! 
For the past few months, my sister, Carol Lloyd, has sent me at least 20 fleece  
blankets to give to the children with visual impairments in the western part of South  
Dakota.  Every box I open is packed with brightly colored lap blankets, a few hats, and 
some scarves.  Carol and her husband, Wayne, live in Pinon Hills, California.  Their 
generosity and love is something I marvel at.  Not only has Carol made blankets for  
children here in South Dakota, but throughout the years she has sewn beautiful quilts 
and fleece blankets for hundreds of the children in the Pinon Hills area.  Carol, I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for all you have done.  The smiles and pure joy of the 
kids who have received these gifts would make your day!  I know it makes mine!           
---Susan Egging, SDSBVI Outreach Vision Consultant 

State Special Education Conference 
The South Dakota Special Education Conference took place on March       
21-22, 2017 at the Deadwood Lodge in Deadwood, SD.  On March 21, the 
SDSBVI Vision Consultants invited conference attendees to the SDSBVI 
Blackout Caf® to experience eating lunch while wearing a blindfold.  Relying 
on their other senses, the ten attendees had to pour water into a glass and then find the chicken or 
roast beef, mashed potatoes and asparagus on their plates.  Using their fork and knife they cut their 
meat.  The SDSBVI Consultants provided tips and later when visiting about the experience, we heard 
words and comments like ñfrustrating,ò ñslow,ò ñdifficult to determine what was actually on my fork,ò 
ñmissed my mouth,ò and ñI was expecting chicken but instead I got asparagusò.  A special guest was 
Adyson Hixson who shared some of her daily challenges as a middle school student with low vision.  
Rose Moehring, Deaf-Blind Program Director at the Center for Disabilities, also offered advice  
specifically about persons with dual sensory impairments.  While no one can walk in someone elseôs 
shoes, this event helped those attending have some insight about one of the many challenges faced by 
those with blindness or visual impairments.    

http://www.aph.org
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Books Featuring Characters With Visual Impairments 
Off to the Park by Stephen Cheetham                                            For Ages 3-5 
Walking through the park can be a wonderful sensory experience, especially when paired 
with this great interactive board book.  The tactile features, high-contrast images,  
braille-style numbering, play elements, and a rhythmic rhyming text make the journey 
come alive again.  Can be used to create another story box as well. 
 
Girl, Stolen by April Henry                                               For Grades 7-10 
What a nightmare!  Cheyenne, a blind teenager, sick with pneumonia and sitting in the 
backseat of her stepmotherôs car, is unintentionally kidnapped. Her father is the president 
of a huge company and the kidnappers take advantage of this fact.  They underestimate 
Cheyenne and she turns the story around on them.  This is a nail-biter and you will be 
hard pressed to put the book down. 
 
Light a Single Candle by Beverly Butler                                        For Young Adults 
Cathy lost her sight at the age of 14 and adjusting to blindness was often easier than  
handling the reactions of people. One friend smothered her with kindness and another 
avoided her. After being introduced to Trudy, her new guide dog, Cathy regained her  
freedom of getting around.  The author of this book is blind herself and the story is real 
without being too sentimental or romanticized.   

SUMMER FUN AND LEARNING 
Summer is just around the corner and the SDSBVI Summer School Program is fast  
approaching! 
  Session 1     Session 2 
  Week 1: June 11-16    Week 4: July 9-14 
  Week 2: June 19-23    Week 5: July 17-21 
  Week 3: June 26-30    Week 6: July 24-28 
The Summer School Program specifically addresses and provides opportunities for students 
with visual impairments to focus on the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC).  Areas of focus  
include the following learning areas: 
�x�� Assistive Technology 
�x�� Career Education 
�x�� Compensatory Academic Skills, including communication modes such as Braille 
�x�� Independent Living Skills 
�x�� Orientation and Mobility (cane and travel skills) 
�x�� Recreation and Leisure Skills 
�x�� Self-Determination (advocating for self) 
�x�� Sensory Efficiency Skills (auditory, tactile, and visual) 
�x�� Social Interaction Skills 
Contact Dawn LaMee at 605-626-2580 or 1-888-275-3814 if you have any questions. 

FAMILY SWIM DAY 
We will once again be hosting our Annual Family Swim Day.  This year it will take 
place on Friday, July 28, 2017.  We will be at the Aberdeen Aquatic Center that  
Afternoon from 1:30-4:30, following the dismissal of students from the Summer 
School Program. More information will be mailed this summer.  We hope to see you there! 


