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Thanks to a grant from the South Dakota School for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
Foundation, our students and staff were able to visit the Washington Pavilion in Sioux 
Falls, SD.  Everyone enjoyed the hospitality and enthusiasm of the Pavilion staff; they left 
no stone unturned in helping all of us enjoy many hands-on aspects of science and      
nature from “creepy crawlers” to “molecule miracles.” There was an IMAX theater      
showing of the “Lewis and Clark Expedition” where we learned a whole lot about the past.  
Many thanks to the SDSBVI Foundation for sponsoring the trip and the staff for            
organizing the day! 
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The Foundation is a nonprofit corporation founded in 1978 with the purpose of         
expanding social, recreational, and many educational opportunities for students 
who are blind or visually impaired. The Foundation has an existing endowment 
that provides annual income to allow  contributions to keep giving year after year.   
 
You can support students who are blind or visually impaired by taking advantage 
of the possibility of making an immediate impact on the opportunities and            
enrichment activities in one of the following ways.  
 
Contributions: Gifts of cash or securities are tax deductible.  
Memberships: Become a member, you will be notified yearly of the annual    
                         meeting.    
Bequests/Memorial: Remember your loved ones and friends with a memorial to 
                                   the Foundation. 
Devise of Assets: Share your real estate and/or investments 
 

 
New Members (2/27/04-7/1/04)    
Sustaining and Patrons             
Jim and Alice Rentz, Aberdeen SD   
Dawn LaMee, Aberdeen SD 
Dr. Benjamin Soukup, CSD, Sioux Falls SD 
Ted and Melissa Hall, Maryville MO 
Justin and Amy Scepaniak, Aberdeen SD 
Erik and Jodi Carlsgaard, Frederick SD 
Donna Iszler, Grand Forks ND 
Elk Point Lions Club, Elk Point SD 
Magic Mile Lions Club, Watertown SD 
Harvey Jewett IV, Aberdeen SD 
Ted Kneebone, Aberdeen SD 
Deloitte & Touche-Sharon Wood, New York NY 
3M Plant, Aberdeen SD 
Ballard and Joyce Blount, Sioux Falls SD 
Steve and Marjorie Kaiser, Aberdeen SD 
The Flame, Inc, Aberdeen SD 
American News, Aberdeen SD 
Piedmont Lions Club, Piedmont SD 
Dell Rapids Lions Club, Dell Rapids SD 
Casey's General Store, Ankeny IA 
Henry Carlson Jr., Sioux Falls SD 
Parkston Lions Club, Parkston SD 
Comfort Inn, Aberdeen SD 
Dr. and Mrs. O.M. Krogstrand, Custer SD 
Walter A. Hack, Omaha NE 
Cathy and Ron Hall, Aberdeen SD 
Hot Springs Lions Club, Hot Springs SD 
David and Rita Pettigrew, Mina SD 
United Defense, L.P, Aberdeen SD 
William R. Taylor, Aberdeen SD 

Board Officers 
President: Mrs. Cathy B. Hall 
Vice President: Dr. Erika Tallman 
Treasurer: Mr. Charles A. Clark 
Secretary: Mr. R. Lee Ginsbach 
 
Members 
Dr. Don Cozzetto  
Mr. Lonald L. Gellhaus 
Dr. Marva M. Gellhaus 
Mr. James W. Rentz 
Ms. Dawn LaMee 
Ms. Dawn Flewwellin 
Mr. Ted G. Fowler 
Dr. Marjorie Kaiser: Ex-Officio  

Memorial 
Steve and Marjorie Kaiser in memory of George McCrea 
Jane Ann Leonard in memory of George McCrea 

Angela Jones, Minneapolis MN 
Hazel Wheeldon, Sioux Falls SD 
WEB Water Development Association Inc, Aberdeen SD 
Huron Eye Clinic, Huron SD 
John Sieh Agency, Aberdeen SD 
Roger Braaten, Sioux Falls SD 
Marian Larsen, Sturgis SD 
C-Express, Aberdeen SD 
Martin Reinecke, Sioux Falls SD 
Tulare Lions Club, Tulare SD 
Ophthalmology Associates, Aberdeen SD 
Larraine Hale, Aberdeen SD 
Clark and Hopfinger, LTD, Aberdeen SD 
Opportunities for Independent Living, Aberdeen SD 
Dacotah Bank, Aberdeen SD 
Klepetka Specialty Company, Aberdeen SD 
Academy Trophy & Engraving Company, Aberdeen SD 
Plains Commerce Bank, Aberdeen SD 
Advanced Family Chiropractic Clinic, Aberdeen SD 
Karen Gerety, Aberdeen SD 
Lester and Doris Marshall, Tulare SD 
Ron and Linda Schlenker, Hayti SD 
Dottie Krzyzanoski, Aberdeen SD 
Padgett Auto Sales, Aberdeen SD 
R. Lee Ginsbach, Aberdeen SD 
Wells Fargo, Aberdeen SD 
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No school, and especially a residential school, can run effectively without the efforts of the Career Service             
Employees. Each spring the staff nominates a Career Service Employee who has gone beyond their job                   
responsibilities to provide service to the school and students, to provide exceptional 
support for their fellow workers, and to be an example to others. It is an honor to be 
nominated by your peers for outstanding service. 
 

This year eight individuals were nominated: 
Residential Staff:  Deb Bretsch, Shelley Teal, Suzi Giovannettone, Sharon Lee, 
                               and Kathy Prouse 
Kitchen: Ray Mehlhoff 
Office:  Susan Snaza 
Nurses:  Doris Anderson 
 

The year’s winner is Suzi Giovannettone, Residential Child Care Staff. She has 
worked at the School for the Blind and Visually Impaired for two years. Suzi was recognized for being an inspiration 
to others, her willingness to learn, her professionalism, the way she encourages students to be as independent as   
possible, for treating both students and staff with respect and dignity, and for giving students the tools they need to 
succeed. Suzi spends many hours on her own time doing extra activities with students. She is also involved with 
other groups that benefit the School, such as the Aberdeen Lioness Club. She intends to pursue a career in working 
with students with vision loss and has recently been accepted into the Masters Program at Western Michigan Univer-
sity for Orientation & Mobility.  Congratulations to Career Service Employee of the Year:  Suzi Giovannettone! 





NCASB Meet    
Forensics Results - Our students made the school proud with their efforts at the North Central Conference held on 
the campus of the Minnesota State Academy for the Blind in Fairfault, MN. Competing against 11 schools and over 
80 participants, the students received the following placings: Hannah 3rd place (poetry), Tony Zimmerman 6th place  
(8 minute prose),  and Wade Turner 3rd place (8 minute prose).  Although Chantell Heath (poetry) and Tara Knudson 
(great speeches) did not place in any rounds, they made significant improvements their first season of competition. 

Camron Van Asperen and Thomas Miller       
received a 3rd, 2nd, and 1st  in the rounds and a 
2nd overall medal with their portrayal of a        
selection from Of Mice and Men (Dramatic Duo). 

 

Suzi receiving her award from  
Superintendent Marjorie Kaiser 
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Traveling Team and Coaches: Back Row: Goalball Coach Tevan        
Fischbach, Tony , Wade, Camron, Forensics Coach Candee Lee,    

Swimming Coach Jane Ann Leonard, and Thomas.  
Front Row: Chantell, Heather, and Tara.  
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“Students of the Month” 
The Arts and Special Activities Committee continues the 
“Student of the Month” program to recognize student 
achievements and contributions at our school. 

 

JANUARY:     Drew Halverson  
                           Fargo ND  
Drew was recognized for his     
patience and help with the 
younger students, his work with 
individual applications of assistive 
technology, his off-campus job 
shadowing experience and partici-
pation in “Space Camp” in Huntsville, Alabama, and the 
“Ski for Light” program in the Black Hills.   

              

FEBRUARY:   Chantell Heath   
                           Custer SD  
Chantell was recognized for the       
concern and caring she shows for     
others, her willingness to help when 
she can, and the hard work she puts 
into her homework and preparing for 
class.             

 

Student Council News and Notes:  
� The Council hosted a group of students from Holgate 

Middle School, Aberdeen. In addition to a tour of our 
school and  sharing some of "tools of the trade" in our 
daily adventures, the students also showed the 
guests how to play goalball. 

� Council members participated in a "student survey"    
sharing their thoughts, suggestions, and opinions on 
what they think about all aspects of the SDSBVI.  

� The group made a donation to a long-time supporter 
of the school, Vic Runnels.  Vic had been actively  
involved in the school    
during the time his grand-
son was on campus, and 
taught many art and other 
classes with students.   

� The group also enjoyed a 
"End of the Year" overnight 
celebration at Mina Lake.  

Hunting Stamp     
Collection 
Program 
The Student Council has 
been collecting  expired 
hunting stamps and      
licenses as a means of generating revenue for special 
activities and needs at the school  for many years. This 
program was initiated by the late Robert Perry (a long 
time friend and advocate) and continues through the 
efforts of Dean North (SDSBVI  retired Principal). The 
stamps collected were sold to interested collectors and 
vendors in a secondary  market for resale. 
 
Over the years this fundraiser has helped the Student 
Council:  
� sponsor off campus events and outings for the    

students; 
� assist students and families in times of emergency 

or special need;  
� contribute financially to special events in the       

Aberdeen community;  
� expand school activities; and 

� purchase games and other items for the use and 
enjoyment of the students.  

 

Unfortunately, beginning with this year, the state of 
South Dakota chose to go with a numbered stamp vs. 
a waterfowl stamp and next year will process all       
licenses with on-line technology. So, with this in mind, 
we'd like to call one and all to be on the lookout for 
ANY hunting licenses/stamps that might be out there. 
Many Lions Clubs and other service groups have been 
GREAT in collecting these stamps for us, and many of 
our "collection cans" are spread far and wide across 
the state and beyond...if you can connect with them to 
let them know of the need for stamps, every little bit 
does help! 
 
If you have been a collector of these licenses and/or 
stamps and would like to donate them to SDSBVI, we'll 
take them!  If you stumble across some while "cleaning 
house" (or whatever), or know of some hunting friends 
who might have some old licenses stashed away, let 
them know of our need. Your stamps and licenses may 
be sent to: ATTN:  Student Council, SDSBVI, 423 17th 
Ave., SE, Aberdeen, SD  57401-7699 
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Several employees of the South Dakota School for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired in Aberdeen were recently 
honored for continuous years of service.   
 
They include, in the back from left to right, Diane           
Agnitsch, Instructional Assistant, 15 years; Deb Mitchell, 
Human Resources Director, 25 years; Amy Scepaniak, 
Outreach Vision Consultant, 10 years. Front row from left 
to right, Angie Usselman, Cook, 15 years; Missy         
Bumpous, Custodial Worker, 5 years; Riki Nitz, Outreach 
Vision Consultant, 15 years.  Not pictured: Cathy          
DeCurtins, Student Health Nurse, 10 years. 
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This award is given in recognition of individuals and organizations outside the School who have supported the School 
and the students in a variety of ways.    
  
Over the years, we have acknowledged employers, volunteers, parents, legislators and organizations. This year we 
selected two individuals who have made significant contributions to the SDSBVI. 

  
We are proud to honor Tom Agnitsch of the Aberdeen Area United 
Way and Bruce Johnson, a volunteer and chaperone for student trips 
to Space Camp and Ski for Light as our “Friends of SDSBVI”. 
  
Tom is being honored for the many ways he has found to support and 
help the school over the years.  In his position as Director of the           
United Way of Northeastern SD, he has always looked out for us. For      
example, when Target was identifying organizations to receive their 
beautiful decorated Christmas trees, Tom was able to get us on their 
list, and when a local business was getting rid of extra office products 
prior to a move, Tom gave us a call. We appreciate Tom’s ongoing  
interest in and support of the School for the Blind and Visually          

Impaired. Tom also has a special connection with the School   
because his wife Diane is an Instructional Assistant. 
 
Our second “Friend of SDSBVI” has only one year of direct         
involvement with us, but he jumped in with both feet. He bravely             
volunteered to chaperone three students (Drew, Camron, and   
Thomas) to Aviation Challenge in Huntsville, Alabama.         
Surviving that experience, he volunteered again to take the 
“Three Musketeers” to Ski for Light in the Black Hills. In         
between those trips, whenever the boys needed a break from 
the dorm or just decided they were starving for some pizza they 
gave Bruce a call.  I am not sure if he knew initially that he’d 
become so involved with the boys and the school, but we’re 
very glad he did.  Bruce Johnson 

Tom Agnitsch  
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Jane Ann Leonard, Adaptive PE Instructor, and Martin Pfotenhauer, Certified Orientation & Mobility     
Specialist, were honored for 20 years of service, commitment, and membership with Dakota AER Chapter.  
 

Lorri Peterson was selected by the POSB Awards Committee as the recipient of the 2004 "Outstanding 
Teacher of Students Who Are Blind/Visually Impaired". She will receive her award in Louisville, KY in October.  Lorri  
was also recognized by the Northern State University School of Education for her work with NSU student teachers. 
 

Julie Van Dover was also nominated by her peers to represent the SDSBVI as an “Outstanding Teacher of Students 
Who Are Blind/Multiply Disabled” for the 2004 POSB Awards.  
 

Candice Lee was selected as president-elect for the South Dakota Speech and Language Association.  
 

Welcome! We welcomed Rob Faltemeier as our new “technology guru.”  Rob will be working hard to keep our            
technology working and expanding horizons for both staff and students.   
 

Farewell! Grandma Sarajane Moore, who has worked at the SDSBVI for the past seven years through the Foster 
Grandparent Program, is “retiring for good” this time in order to spend more time with her family and grandchildren.   
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Educational Materials 
“Preparatory Reading Program for Visually Impaired Children” (PREP) is for students who are potential Braille  readers 
or large print readers.  It focuses on ten concepts directly related to the reading process.  The ten concepts addressed 
include Sensory Matching, Size, Shape, Action, Positions I, Positions II, Relationships, Time, Configurations, and 
Classification.  Each concept has instructional objective and multisensory lessons plus a storybook in large print and 
Braille with raised-line drawings.  The stories stimulate a child’s reasoning and reading comprehension skills. 
 
PREP is available from the American Printing House for the Blind.  For more information on this product or other APH 
Products, contact your area Outreach Vision Consultant.   
 
Video Views 
The CAN DO! Video Series was developed to show parents and professionals some practical and sound ways to    
assist the young child who is blind or visually impaired to develop needed skills and take off on the road to               
independence.  The series consists of 11 videos demonstrating a progression of skills in crucial areas of development 
for the child who is visually impaired. 
 
Video Nine— “Successfully Adapting the Preschool Environment” 
This video discusses a variety of adaptations that can be introduced easily and effectively into the typical classroom to 
accommodate the special needs of students with visual impairments. 
 

Two key principles: 
1. Teachers must be willing to adapt their classrooms and activities to meet the special needs of their preschoolers 

who are visually impaired and to further experiment to find other ways to benefit the children. 
2. Establish consistency in the adapted preschool environment to give all children a sense of security and routine. 
 

This is an excellent video with lots of good, practical, and easy to implement ideas and examples.  It is modern,        
up-to-date, and colorful. 
 
For further information on these videos, or on other videos previously viewed in this column, please contact your area 
Outreach Vision Consultant. 
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The School would like to thank the following individuals or businesses for their recent contributions. 
 

Monetary Donations 
Rosebud WELCA, Lemmon  
Sigma Alpha Iota - NSU Music Fraternity, Aberdeen SD  (music program) 
Keepin' It Kountry Dance Club, Aberdeen SD  
First United Methodist Church, Aberdeen SD (“Heart & Soul”) 
Huron Lions/Lioness  Clubs, Huron SD (Eye Openers, Lioness, & Noon) 
Siouxrise Lions Club, Sioux Falls SD        
Greater Twin Cities United Way, Minneapolis MN (Sharon Woods) 
 

Miscellaneous Donations 
Travis and Heather Olson, Bath SD (toys) 
Northern State University, Aberdeen SD (complimentary passes to sporting events) 
Dakota Heritage Chorus, Aberdeen SD (tickets to presentation of “Girls Night Out”) 
Ophthalmology Associates, Aberdeen SD (tickets to Rural Firefighters “Magic & Illusion Keith West”) 
Ted Kneebone, Aberdeen SD (tickets to Rural Firefighters “Magic & Illusion Keith West”) 
Aberdeen Rural Fire Department, Aberdeen SD (tickets to Rural Firefighters “Magic & Illusion Keith West”) 
Aberdeen A.B.A.T.E. & Northland Strollers (tickets to motorcycle/car show) 
Aberdeen Dental (tickets to Salvation Army Annual Civic Banquet) 
Dacotah Bank, Aberdeen SD (tickets to Salvation Army Annual Civic Banquet) 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Rapid City SD (Braille Bible) 
Yelduz Shrine Temple, Aberdeen SD (circus tickets) 
Jodi Carlsgaard, Aberdeen SD (Cardioglide) 
Jane Ann Leonard, Aberdeen SD (two Steppers) 
In memory of James Lauver (magnifiers and lights)  
Plains Lions Club - Ashton, Brentford, Mellette, and Northville SD (tickets to the Oz Festival) 
Dean Karlen, Aberdeen SD (office desk) 

Memorials for George McCrea 
Miss LaVina Hopf, Aberdeen SD  
 

Memorials for John Noble 
Jane Ann Leonard, Aberdeen SD  
Christine Noble, Aberdeen SD  
 

Memorials for Vernon Williams 
Lavonne S. Topp, Hubbard IA 
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The first "in a long time" Valentine's Day royalty were selected 
by the students. Those chosen included: Emery Long Crow, 
prince; Heather West-Masterson, queen; Thomas Miller, king; 
and Lacey Killingsworth, princess. Crowns, flowers, and sashes 
topped off the day. Sponsored by the Student Council.  
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Johnny Sauer and Mrs. Peterson working very 
hard to make the prettiest egg.  
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We were proud to confer diplomas to three of our        
students during ceremonies held May 27. Our            
commencement speaker, Dawn (Brush) Flewwellin, 
SDSBVI Alumni and former employee and presently is a       
Rehabilitation Teacher for SBVI shares “Pass It On,” the 
secrets of a successful life. Tonnis H. Venhuizen, Student 
Regent, was on campus representing the Board of       
Regents to confer the diplomas to our graduates. 
 
 

Our graduates shared the following thoughts: 
Jerred Gill, Waubay SD   
Best Memories of School: Learning to read and write Braille, 
Orientation & Mobility training, and Physical Education class. 
Extracurricular Activities: Goalball, Special Olympics swimming, track & field, and SPURS horse riding. 
Plans for the Future: Working in Watertown and living in a group home.  
Most Valuable Experience in School: Playing beep baseball. 
Most Memorable Teacher: Mrs. Van Dover 
Favorite Hobbies: Listening to music. 
Favorite Foods: Pizza, Chicken, and Hot Pockets. 
Something You’re Proud of: Working at Wylie Park and Ken’s SuperFair Foods. 
 

Camron Van Asperen, Wessington SD   
Best Memories of School: Working with all the staff and the fun track trips. 
Extracurricular Activities: Goalball, swimming, track, Forensics, and Student Council. 
Plans for the Future: Going to college and getting a job. 
Most Valuable Experience in School:  Learning how to help out, deal with, and show compassion for people with disabilities.  
Most Memorable Teacher:  “Coach” 
Most Embarrassing Moment: To many to mention! 
Favorite Hobbies: Hunting, fishing, riding motorcycles, water skiing, and just being outdoors. 
Favorite Foods: Seafood Alfredo 
Something You’re Proud of:  Graduating from High School!  
 

Emily Poelstra, Yankton SD   
Best Memories of School: Friends and having fun!  
Extracurricular Activities: Special Olympics track & field, bowling and SPURS 
                                         horse riding 
Plans for the Future: Getting a job and living in my own apartment. 
Most Valuable Experience in School:  Therapies  
Most Memorable Teacher:  Mrs. Roseland and Mrs. McNickle 
Most Embarrassing Moment: Getting  caught  in the shower when the fire 
                                              alarm went off.   
Favorite Hobbies:  Talking on the phone 
Favorite Foods: Spaghetti 
Something You’re Proud of:  Having my own apartment. 
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Graduates: Camron Van Asperen, Emily Poelstra, and Jerred Gill 

Dawn (Brush) Flewwellin giving the             
Commencement  Address of “Pass It On” as her 

Guide Dog “Whimsey” looks over  the crowd 

Students in “Transitions to Life” Program 
Tara Knudson, Sioux Falls, moved back to her home community and is pursuing independent living and employ-
ment, hopefully with Citibank. Heather West-Masterson, Rapid City, headed further west to the State of Colorado in 
pursuit of her goal of becoming a classroom teacher. Angela Zimney, Aberdeen, moved on to work at the ATC. 
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The following awards were given out at the Annual Awards Banquet.  
Hannah Ackerman:  Forensics Team Certificate (3rd year), Adapted PE Achievement  Certificate, 
Certificate of Achievement in O&M, and Track & Field Certificate; Tim Arnold:   Special Olympics 
Medals/Ribbons, Certificate for On-Campus Job, and “Book It”;  Kim Beckler: Braille “Student of 
the Year”, Special Olympics Medals/Ribbons, Lettering in Special Olympics, On-Campus Job 
Certificate, Goalball Certificate, “Book It”, and Outstanding Achievement in Self-Care Skills; 
Jacob Bieber: Classroom Participation, “Book It”, and Outstanding Achievement in Self-Care 
Skills;  Jerred Gill: Special Olympics Medals/Ribbons, Lettering in Special Olympics, On-
Campus Job Certificate, Goalball Certificate, “Book It”, Certificate of Participation in Off-Campus 
Job through Project Skills, Graduation Recognition, and Outstanding Achievement in Signature 
Writing; Drew Halverson: Brockport Physical Fitness Award and   On-Campus Job Certificate;  
Chantell Heath: Forensics Team Certificate (1st year), Track & Field Certificate, Swimming Team Certificate, Apartment “Student 
of the Year” Award, and On-Campus Job Certificate;  Shane Hoffman: Classroom Participation, “Book It”, Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Self-Care Skills, Adapted PE Achievement Certificate, Special Olympics Medals/Ribbons, and Music Achievement; 
Lacey Killingsworth: Adapted PE Achievement Certificate, Track & Field Certificate, Special Olympics Participation Medals/
Ribbons, Most Improved Student in the Girl's Dorm Award, On-Campus Job Certificate, and Outstanding Achievement in         
Signature Writing;  Tara Knudson: Participation on Forensics Team (1st year), Track & Field Certificate, Goalball Certificate,   
Certificate of Participation in Off-Campus Job through Project Skills, and  On-Campus Job Certificate; Santana Lone Wolf: Letter-
ing in Music, Certificate for Vocal Solo Recital Performance, Special  Olympics Medals/Ribbons, On-Campus Job Certificate, 
Certificate of Participation in Off-Campus Job through Project Skills, and Certificate of Achievement in Handwriting Signature; 
Emery Long Crow: Classroom Participation, “Book It”, Music Achievement, On-Campus Job Certificate, Goalball Certificate,  
Special Olympics Medals/Ribbons, American Red Cross Swimming Level III, Outstanding Achievement in Handwriting Signature, 
Adapted PE Achievement Certificate, and Music Achievement; Thomas Miller: Forensics Team Certificate (4th year), Lettering in 
Forensics (2nd year), 2nd Place Medal in “Dramatic Duo” at NCASB 2004 Forensics, Brockport Physical Fitness Award, Lettering 
in Swimming (2nd year), Lettering in Goalball, Track & Field Certificate, and On-Campus Job Certificate; Linda Perez-Delker:  
Special Olympics Medals/Ribbons, Lettering in Special Olympics,  On-Campus Job Certificate, Goalball Certificate , “Book It”, 
Certificate of Participation in Off-Campus Job through Project Skills, and Outstanding Achievement in Signature Writing; Emily 
Poelstra: Sigma Alpha Iota Music Award and Graduation Recognition; Johnny Sauer: Classroom Participation, “Book It”,        
Outstanding Achievement in Printing the ABCs, Adapted PE Achievement  Certificate, and Music Achievement; Tony Shucraft: 
American Red Cross Swimming Level II and Certificate of Achievement in O& M; Sean Sipes: Adapted PE Achievement         
Certificate, Special Olympics Medals/Ribbons, Lettering in Music, Lettering in Special Olympics, On-Campus Job Certificate, and   
Certificate of Achievement in Self-Care Skills; Derek Turner: American Red Cross Swimming Level II, Braille Student of the Year, 
Student Manager Award: Goalball & Special Olympics, On-Campus Job Certificate, “Outstanding Citizenship” Award (this award 
is given to a student who best represents the qualities of good  citizenship), and Certificate of Achievement in O&M; Wade 
Turner: Forensics Team Certificate (3rd year), Lettering in Forensics (2nd year), Lettering in Goalball, Special Olympics Medals/
Ribbons, and On-Campus Job Certificate; Camron Van Asperen: Forensics Team Certificate (4th year), Lettering in Forensics 
(2nd year), 2nd Place Medal in “Dramatic Duo” at NCASB 2004 Forensics, Lettering in Swimming (2nd year), Track & Field        
Certificate, On-Campus Job Certificate , Graduation Recognition, and Carl Reiser Memorial Scholarship; Clay Warren: Certificate 
of Achievement in O&M, Most Improved Student in the Boy's Dorm Award, Certificate of Achievement in Self-Care Skills,     

American Red Cross Swimming Level I, Special Olympics Medals/
Ribbons, Adapted PE Achievement Certificate, and On-Campus Job 
Certificate; Heather West-Masterson: Track & Field Certificate, 
American Red Cross Swimming Level II, and Goalball Certificate; 
Clara Wren: Adapted PE Achievement Certificate, American Red 
Cross Swimming Level I, On-Campus Job Certificate, Special Olym-
pics Medals/Ribbons, and Certificate of Achievement in Handwriting 
Signature; Tony  Zimmerman:  Forensics Team Certificate (3rd year), 
Lettering in Forensics (2nd year), Adapted PE Achievement Certifi-
cate, Lettering in Goalball, Special Olympics Medals/Ribbons,       
Lettering in    Special Olympics,  Lettering in Music, On-Campus Job 
Certificate, and Certificate of Achievement in Self-Care Skills. 

Derek Turner showing off his “Outstanding 
Citizenship” Award 

“Coach”  and all his cows!  
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Heather and her guide 

Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss!    
On Dr. Seuss’ 100th birthday, many of our students and staff had the opportunity to 
hear some of the “classic” Dr. Seuss stories and make “Cat in the Hat” headgear and 
share some really good snacks after our fun and work was done.  A special thank you 
to our Librarian, Pat Geditz and Pat Chamberlain from the State Library who was our 
special reader.  

“Ski for Light” Students Heather West-
Masterson, Tara Knudson, Thomas Miller, Drew 
Halverson, and Camron Van Asperen and their     
chaperones attended “Ski For Light” at Terry Peak 
in the Black Hills.  Skiing, snowboarding,  tubing, 
and other winter activities were enjoyed by all.                                                                                           

 

Tara and her chaperone 
 Jayne Rauer 
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Tony and Mrs. Heier Linda and Mrs. Heier The Trio 

Music Recital    
With a year’s worth of work, practice, and new skill building, Phyllis Heier and Kandi Sampson invited everyone to a 
music recital by our students.  Vocal solos, piano solos, group vocal activities (including “recorders” and voice, and    
guitar solos/duets) highlighted the program.  Participants were: Santana Lone Wolf, Emery Long Crow, Clara Wren, 
Sean Sipes, Tony Zimmerman, Lacey  Killingsworth, Derek Turner, Wade Turner, and Linda Perez/Delker. 

What are they doing in this picture? 

Wow, it was a FUN day of ice-skating!! 
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Swimmers Make a Statement at National Swim Meet 
Swim team participants, Chantell Heath, Camron Van Asperen, and 
Thomas Miller, (pictured left to right) competed in the NCASB (North 
Central Association of Schools for the Blind) Swim Meet in Faribault, 
Minnesota. They competed against teams from other schools for the 
blind including: Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin, and Tennessee.  
 
All three swimmers made it into the finals and placed individually as 
follows: 
� Camron Van Asperen, a SDSBVI senior and fourth year       

participant from Wessington, South Dakota, placed 2nd in both the 50 and 100-yard freestyles and 5th in the      
100-yard backstroke.   

� Thomas Miller, a SDSBVI junior and fourth year participant from Sisseton, South Dakota, placed 9th in the      
100-yard backstroke and 11th in the 500-yard freestyle. 

� Chantell Heath, a SDSBVI sophomore and first year participant from Custer, South Dakota, placed 5th in the  
100-yard backstroke, 7th in the 50 yard freestyle, and 8th in the 500-yard freestyle.   

Overall, Chantell Heath, the lone SDSBVI female participant, brought home a 9th place team ranking in the women’s 
division. Camron Van Asperen and Thomas Miller scored enough team points to receive a 7th place team finish in the 
men’s division.  
 

Special Olympics 
The “spring season” of Special Olympics got underway with many students participating in the Northeast Area Track & 
Field Meet in Aberdeen and then the State Special Olympics Summer Games in Spearfish.  
 

Results from Northeast Area Track & Field Meet:  
Tim Arnold: 2nd tennis ball throw, 2nd 10m assisted walk, 2nd 25m assisted walk; Kim Beckler: 2nd 25m assisted walk, 
2nd 10m assisted walk, 1st tennis ball throw; Jerred Gill: 1st 25m assisted walk, 2nd softball throw, 2nd standing long 
jump; Shane Hoffman: 2nd 10m wheelchair event, 1st 25m wheelchair event, 1st tennis ball throw; Lacey                 
Killingsworth: 1st 50m dash, 2nd softball throw, 3rd standing long jump; Santana Lone Wolf: 1st softball throw,           
2nd standing long jump, 1st 25m assisted walk; Emery Long Crow: 3rd 100m dash, 2nd 200m dash, 2nd shotput; Linda 
Perez-Delker: 3rd 25m assisted walk, 1st 10m assisted walk, 1st tennis ball throw; Sean Sipes: 1st tennis ball throw,   
2nd 25m assisted walk, 3rd 10m assisted walk; Wade Turner: 3rd tennis ball throw, 1st standing long jump, 1st 50m 
dash; Clay Warren: 1st softball throw, 3rd standing long jump, 1st 50m walk; Clara Wren: 2nd 50m dash, 3rd softball 
throw, 3rd standing long jump; Tony Zimmerman: 1st 10m assisted walk, 1st 25m assisted walk, 1st softball throw. 
 
Results from State Special Olympics Summer Games: 
Kim Beckler: (track) 2nd softball throw, (swimming) 4th 15m walk, 1st 15m floatation; Jerred Gill: (track) 6th standing 
long jump, 1st softball throw,  (swimming);  3rd 15m walk, 2nd 15m floatation; Lacey Killingsworth: (track) 1st 50m 
dash, 4th softball throw, 1st standing long jump; Emery Long Crow: (track) 2nd in the male shot put, 5th in the 100m 
dash, 1st in the male 200m dash, (swimming) 2nd 50m freestyle, 50m backstroke; Linda Perez-Delker: (track) 2nd    
softball throw, (swimming) 3rd 15m walk, 3rd 15m floatation; Sean Sipes: (track) 1st tennis ball throw, (swimming) 2nd 
15m floatation, 3rd 25m floatation; Wade Turner: (track) 1st standing long jump, 5th softball throw, 1st 50m dash;     
Clay Warren: (track) 4th standing long jump, 1st softball throw, 2nd 50m walk, (swimming) 2nd unassisted swim,        
3rd 25m freestyle; Tony Zimmerman: (track) 1st softball throw, (swimming) 3rd 15m floatation, 2nd 10m assisted swim. 
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HOW DO YOU WANT YOUR PIONEER? 
The Pioneer is available in two other formats:  Braille or Talking Book on tape.  We ask you to   
return this  form only if the Pioneer version you received was not as you wanted or if you have an 
address change on your mailing label. 
 
NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY/STATE/ZIP: _______________________________________________________ 
 

CHANGES: ____________________________________________________________ 
Return to: Dawn LaMee, Pioneer Editor 
South Dakota School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, 423 17th Avenue SE, 
Aberdeen SD 57401-7699 Phone # (605) 626-2580 or Toll Free 1-888-275-3814 
Fax # (605) 626-2607 or E-mail: lameed@sdsbvi.northern.edu 
************************************************************************  
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The School for the Blind and Visually Impaired is excited to announce we will be holding our next “All School Reunion” 
on August 4-6, 2005.  We will be celebrating 105 years of educating students.  The Ramkota Hotel Best Western has 
once again been chosen as the host site. A block of rooms has been set aside for  those who would like to stay at the 
Ramkota Inn Best Western. Call 605-229-4040 to make your reservation.  Refer to the SDSBVI Reunion. 
 
We would encourage anyone with ideas as to how to make the reunion interesting and exciting to send them to Dawn 
LaMee at the SDSBVI, 423 17th Avenue SE, Aberdeen SD 57401-7699: lameed@sdsbvi.northern.edu  or call her at 
605-626-2580.    


