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Phrases of Praise

Internet Resources
Some Web Sites specializing in Braille:

www.brailleinstitute.org
www.nyise.org/braille.ntml
www.nbp.org
(National Braille Press)
http://edtech.sandi.net/epd/bana/html
(Braille Authority of North America)

Dakota Children First
One of several sponsors, SDEA
is offering numerous free bro-
chures centered on crucial issues
in the lives of children. These
brochures include titles such as:
= Stranger Danger
* Your Family Tree
* Everything the Babysitter

Needs to Know
*  Building Confidence
* You Are Special
*  The Art Advantage
* Encouraging Self Expression
* Making the Internet a Safe

Space
There is a variety of adolescent
titles available also.

For free copies of the brochures,
email swiechmann@nea.org.

Mimio

Thanks to our Superintendent, Dr.
Marje Kaiser, SDSBVI entered an
essay and won a “mimio.” Thisis a
device that transfers what is writ-
ten on a white board to a laptop
computer. It is a wonderful tool for
students who cannot easily see what
is being written on the white board
in the classroom. In addition, it is
relatively inexpensive while at the
same time very effective.

Check it out at www.mimio.com.
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SDSBVI On-Campus Happenings

Congratulations to the following
“Students of the Month”:
February: Tony Zimmerman — Bridgew ater
March: Troy Froke—Willow Lake and
Deanna Viland—Aurora

&

Congratulations to the following
SDSBVI Graduates:

Troy Froke—Willow Lake
Justin Gilbert—Rapid City
Billy McCue—Spearfish
Toby Syhre—Bowdle
Deanna Viland—Aurora

Renovations and Upgrades—The dorms have re-
ceived a new face lift! New bureau drawers and
closets have been installed and new box springs,
mattresses, head boards and night stands have
been provided. Things are looking sharp!




Arts/Crafts/Recipes

Peanut Butter Snack

1 cup peanut butter 1 cup powdered milk 1/2 cup honey

. Blend all ingredients together (preferably with hands). Roll into balls the size of «

. large marbles and refrigerate.

. Options: Roll balls in powdered cocoa

Roll balls in coconut

Dip balls into chocolate fondue

Ohio Buckeyes

1 pound butter
32 o0z peanut butter

3/4 cake paraffin wax
24 oz chocolate chips

2-3 boxes confectioner’s sugar

Melt butter. Blend in peanut butter. Remove from burner. Add confectioner’sE
* sugar. Blend well. Form balls—any size. Melt wax and chocolate chips in dou- =
= ble boiler. Keep hot while dipping each ball. Put on wax paper to coal.

Makes 2 dozen (depending on the size of the balls).

Advisory Council

The SDSBVI Advisory Council,
which meets 3-4 times per year, met
on campus January 18 and May 2,
2002 .

If you ever have any questions, con-
cerns, comments, or ideas you would
like the Advisory Council to discuss,
please feel free to contact either Su-
perintendent Marje Kaiser (626-
2580), your parent representatives Mi-
chelle Grandpre (226-2651) or Debbie
Killingsworth (226-4378), or your
Outreach Vision Consultant represen-
tative Riki Nitz (394-6638).

OSE On-Site Vigtation
A three-member visitation team from the SD Of-
fice of Special Education visited our campus
March 18-20, 2002. This visitation team reviewed
data and information on SDSBV|, including infor-
mation gained from parents, students input, staff
interviews, a review of files, and looking over the
self-assessment of our activities.
As aresult of ther visitation, SDSBVI was found
to be the 1st school in the state since this new as-
sessment process was begun last year to be “in
compliance” in al areas!

Congratulations SDSBVI!




Video Views
“Good Lookin’ is a video available from the American Printing House for the
Blind which addresses The Minimally Responsive Child Component of ISAVE
(See Educational Materials/Resources below). In this video, a trained profes-
sional demonstrates some methods of eliciting and recording visual responses of
two young children with multiple disabilities.

“What Can Baby See?’ is a 30 minute video which discusses vision tests and in-
terventions for infants with multiple disabilities and is available from AFB
(American Foundation for the Blind) Press. Areas discussed include ocular
health, fixation and eye alignment, pupillary response, refractive error, visual
acuity, corrective lenses, functional vision, and understanding the parents per-
spective. This video is appropriate for parents, early interventionists, and all
service providers whowork with young children with visual impairments.

“The First Years Last Forever” is a video developed by The Reiner Foundation.
This video discusses the vital importance of the relationship between caregiver
(parents) and child in the critical first years of life. Areas covered include bond-
ing and attachment, communication, health and nutrition, discipline, self-
esteem, child care, and self-awareness. Although not specifically geared for the
child whois blind or visually impaired, it is a nevertheless a good video address-
ing parenting skills and involvement in a child’s first years of life.

For further information on these videos, or on other videos previously viewed in
this column, please contact your area Outreach Vision Consultant.

Educational Materials/Resources

ISAVE (Individualized Systematic Assessment of Visual Efficiency) is another
product available from the American Printing House for the Blind. ISAVE is a
functional vision assessment tool for use with infants, children, and young
adults with significant cognitive, neurological, physical, and sensory impair-
ments who cannot respond reliably to standard measures. This assessment tool
helps determine instructional entry level and programming strategies for facili-
tating efficient application of remaining visual functioning. Components include
16 chapters of text and protocols, a CD-ROM, visual discriminations cards for
evaluating visual acuity and discrimination, and a grid for evaluating visual
fields.

The SDSBVI Outreach Vision Consultants are currently receiving training in
the use and administration of ISAVE. Our goal is that this product will become
a very useful tool for us touse and that it will provide valuable information and
help to you in developing appropriate educational programs for your child/
student.

For more information, contact your area Outreach Vision Consultant.
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* * SD BRAILLE & TALKING BOOK LIBRARY—
) ¢ * SUMMER READING PROGRAM
* * “Join The Winners Circle”
* * Begins June 10, 2002
) ¢ ) ¢ DEAF/BLIND WORKSHOPS
* * May 15-16, 2002—Sioux Falls
* * June 14-15, 2002—Jackson Hole, WY
* * SDSBVI AWARDS BANQUET—ABERDEEN
* * May 23, 2002
* * SDSBVI COMMENCEMENT—ABERDEEN
* * May 24, 2002
kA ke ok ok YOUTH LEADERSHIP FORUM—VERMILLION
June 9-13, 2002
SDSBVI SUMMER PROGRAM S—ABERDEEN
June 10-28, 2002 and July 8-26, 2002
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