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BACK TO SCHOOL WE GO!

Amy and Riki, along with another faculty staff member from SDSBVI and 7
others from SD, ND, MN, UT, and OH, are participating in the Pennsyl-
vania College of Optometry (PCO) satellite Certificate Program in Low Vi-
sion Rehabilitation. SDSBVI and PCO have collaborated to bring this pro-
gram to Aberdeen, SD. It is a 25 credit hour graduate program offered off
campus in a 2-year format. During year one, participants meet in Aber-
deen 4 separate times for 5-6 days. During year two, participants meet
online and also complete a 30-day field work experience. The first class,
“Normal and Impaired Visual Functioning,” was held August 15-19 with the
second one scheduled October 31-November 4. Upon completion of this
2-year program, participants will be certified as low vision therapists.

Advisory Council
The SDSBVI Advisory Council,
which meets 3-4 times per year,
will be meeting September 13,

2002 .

If you ever have any questions, 4‘
concerns, comments, or ideas

you would like the Advisory ¢
Council to discuss, please feel

free to contact either Superin-

tendent Marje Kaiser (626-
2580), your parent representa

tives Michelle Grandpre (226- % %y 2, 3y, 2y A A A0 A0 A0 A0 A A A0 A A A0 A

2651) or Debbie Killingsworth .
(226-4378), or your Outreach § SDSBVI On-Campus Happenings N
Vision Consultant representa- Congratulations to the following
tive Riki Nitz (394-6639). AN «Students of the Month”: N
A} April: Camron Van Asperen A}
N Wessington N
May: Johnny Sauer
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Phrases of Praise

Arts/Crafts/Recipes

Sea Shell Picture Frame
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2 PLAYGROUND PROJECT '-2’

After nearly a year of research and plan- =2
ning, the South Dakota School for the g8
Blind and Visually Impaired is excited to
share with everyone the plans for new g

playground areas. The primary goal is to g&

s /7

2 develop outdoor recreation areas for stu- g8
R dents of all ages. The second goal is to 8%
32 replace the outdated playground equip- g%
33 ment with an inviting, accessible and safe g8
z playground. ,_2,
o] In the first phase of the project, a concrete patio was poured in the 88

J-, picnic area” and was furnished with tables, chairs, a basketball hoop, lights, g8

)

etc to serve both as an outdoor classroom and a “retreat” for older stu- g

,,. 3
,/. dents Some furniture was also added to the Fragrance Garden to make it r.?)
‘;., more inviting. o8
2 Now a design has been selected for the playground equipment, g&

s /')

swings, and sand play areas. This equipment will be installed inside the &8
% fenced area north of the school. All of the old playground equipment will be &g
82 removed. There will be new surface materials, sidewalks, and landscaping g&
to make the area safe and attractive. The new playground equipment was z
oX selected to provide both challenging physical activities and accessibility for

23 the students. 32
X The fundraising stage of the project is just beginning. Funds are be- g&
ing sought from grants and private donations. Everyone is invited to be a
2 part of this exciting project with a donation of any size. If interested in sup- ,_2,
A porting this project, please send your donation to: 2%
é—, SDSBVI Playground Project z
X 423 17th Avenue SE RS
2 Aberdeen SD 57401-7699 ,_2,
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Internet Resources
For families coping with a child’s amblyopia treatment
http://www.preventblindness.org

For brothers and sisters of people with special needs
http://www .seattlechildren.org/parents/sibsupp.htm

For Blind and Visually Impaired children up to age 18
http:/members.tripod.com/~roses8/blindkids.html




Video Views
The CAN DO! Video Series was developed to show parents and professionals some
practical and sound ways to assist the young child whois blind or visually im-
paired to develop needed skills and take off on the road toindependence. The se-
ries consists of 11 videos demonstrating a progression of skillsin crucial areas of
development for the child whois visually impaired.

Video One— “Seeing Things In A New Way — What Happens When You Have A Blind
Baby”

In this video (One), six families of visually impaired children model in their own

homes some very basic and important practices in parenting the visually impaired
child.

Key pointsinclude:

1. Treat your blind child as any other child.

2. Help your blind child to use their other senses tolearn all about the world.

3. Keep your blind child active and doing new things.

4. Your attitudeisthe key. Be proud of your child and have confidence in him/
her. It isrespectable to be blind. Blindnessis a characteristic, not a disas-
ter.

5. Your blind child can grow up to lead a normally happy and full life.

Thisis an excellent video with lots of interactions between parents and child and
also lots of fathersinvolved. It is modern, up-to-date, and colorful.

For further information on these videos, or on other videos previously viewed in
this column, please contact your area Outreach Vision Consultant

Educational Materials/Resources

HANDS ON: Functional Activities for Visually Impaired Preschoolers, available
from American Printing House for the Blind, helps children develop skills such as
concentration, hand and visual coordination, and an ability to complete a cycle of
activity. It also helps develop socialization skills, a sense of order and a positive
self-image.

HANDS ON includes a guide book and six specially designed plastic work trays.
The guide book details numerous activities using the trays and commonly avail-
able materials. The work progresses from jobs such as pouring beans to more com-
plicated tasks such as preparing snacks.

Recommended for parents and professionals to use with 3-6 year olds.

For more information, contact your area Outreach Vision Consultant.
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Calendar of Events
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SDSBVI Advisory Council—September 13, 2002
Aberdeen L\-/)

SDAB/AER Conference—OQOctober 4-6, 2002
Aberdeen

National White Cane Day—October 15, 2002

PCO Class—October 31-November 4, 2002
Aberdeen

Braille Readers Are Leaders—
November 1, 2002—February 1, 2003

Braille Literacy Week—January 1-7, 2003
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