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SDSBVI  On-Cam pus Happeni ngs 
 

Congr at u l a t i ons to the following 
“Students of the Month”: 

Apr il: Cam ron Van Asperen  
                          Wessington 

May: Johnny  Sauer  
                              Aberdeen 

BACK TO SCHOOL WE GO! 
Amy and Riki, along with another faculty staff member from SDSBVI and 7 
others from SD, ND, MN, UT, and OH, are participating in the Pennsyl-
vania College of Optometry (PCO) satellite Certificate Program in Low Vi-
sion Rehabilitation.  SDSBVI and PCO have collaborated to bring this pro-
gram to Aberdeen, SD.  It is a 25 credit hour graduate program offered off 
campus in a 2-year format.  During year one, participants meet in Aber-
deen 4 separate times for 5-6 days.  During year two, participants meet 
online and also complete a 30-day field work experience.  The first class, 
“Normal and Impaired Visual Functioning,” was held August 15-19 with the 
second one scheduled October 31-November 4.  Upon completion of this 
2-year program, participants will be certified as low vision therapists. 

Advisory Council 
The�SDSBVI�Advisory�Council,�
which�meets�3-4�times�per�year,�
will� be� meeting� September� 13,�
2002�.���
If� you�ever�have�any�questions,��
concerns,� comments,� or� ideas�
you� would� like� the� Advisory�
Council� to� discuss,� please� feel�
free� to� contact� either� Superin-
tendent� Marje� Kaiser� (626-
2580),� your� parent� representa-
tives� Michelle� Grandpre� (226-
2651)� or� Debbie� Killingsworth�
(226-4378),� or� your� Outreach�
Vision� Consultant� representa-
tive�Riki�Nitz�(394-6638).�
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PLAYGROUND PROJECT 
After nearly a year of research and plan-
ning, the South Dakota School for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired is excited to 
share with everyone the plans for new 
playground areas.  The primary goal is to 
develop outdoor recreation areas for stu-
dents of all ages.  The second goal is to 
replace the outdated playground equip-
ment with an inviting, accessible and safe 

playground. 
          In the first phase of the project, a concrete patio was poured in the 
“picnic area” and was furnished with tables, chairs, a basketball hoop, lights, 
etc., to serve both as an outdoor classroom and a “retreat” for older stu-
dents.  Some furniture was also added to the Fragrance Garden to make it 
more inviting. 
          Now a design has been selected for the playground equipment, 
swings, and sand play areas.  This equipment will be installed inside the 
fenced area north of the school.  All of the old playground equipment will be 
removed.  There will be new surface materials, sidewalks, and landscaping 
to make the area safe and attractive.  The new playground equipment was 
selected to provide both challenging physical activities and accessibility for 
the students. 
          The fundraising stage of the project is just beginning.  Funds are be-
ing sought from grants and private donations.  Everyone is invited to be a 
part of this exciting project with a donation of any size.  If interested in sup-
porting this project, please send your donation to: 
                    SDSBVI Playground Project 
                    423 17th Avenue SE 
                    Aberdeen SD  57401-7699 

 

I n t er net  Resou r ces 
For fami l ies coping with a chi ld’s amblyopia t reatment  

h t t p://w w w .pr even t bl i ndness.or g 
 

For brothers and sisters of people with special  needs 
h t t p://w w w .seat t l ech i l dr en .or g/par en t s/si bsupp.h t m  

 

For Bl ind and Visual ly Impaired chi ldren up to age 18 
h t t p://member s.t r i pod.com/~r oses8/bl i ndk i ds.h t m l  
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Vi deo Vi ew s 
The CAN DO! Video Ser ies was developed to show parents and professionals some 
pract ical  and sound ways to assist  the young chi ld who is bl ind or  visual ly im-
paired to develop needed skil ls and take off on the road to independence.  The se-
r ies consists of 11 videos demonstrat ing a progression of skil ls in crucial  areas of 
development for  the chi ld who is visually impaired. 
 

Video One— “Seeing Things In A New Way – What Happens When You Have A Blind 
Baby” 
In this video (One), six fami l ies of visual ly impaired chi ldren model in their  own 
homes some very basic and important  pract ices in parent ing the visual ly impaired 
chi ld. 
 

Key points include: 
1.  Treat  your  bl ind chi ld as any other  chi ld. 
2.  Help your  bl ind chi ld to use their  other  senses to learn al l  about the wor ld. 
3.  Keep your  bl ind chi ld act ive and doing new things. 
4.  Your at t i tude is the key.  Be proud of your  chi ld and have confidence in him/

her .  I t  is respectable to be bl ind.  Bl indness is a character ist ic, not  a disas-
ter . 

5.  Your  bl ind child can grow up to lead a normal ly happy and ful l  l i fe. 
 

This is an excel lent  video with lots of interact ions between parents and child and 
also lots of fathers involved.  I t  is modern, up-to-date, and color ful . 
 

For fur ther  informat ion on these videos, or  on other  videos previously viewed in 
this column, please contact  your  area Outreach Vision Consultant  

Educat i on al  M at er i als/Resou r ces 
HANDS ON:  Funct ional  Act ivi t ies for  Visual ly Impaired Preschoolers, avai lable 
from Amer ican Pr int ing House for  the Bl ind, helps chi ldren develop ski l ls such as 
concentrat ion, hand and visual  coordinat ion, and an abi l i ty to complete a cycle of 
act ivi ty.  I t  also helps develop socializat ion ski l ls, a sense of order  and a posi t ive 
sel f-image. 
HANDS ON includes a guide book and six special ly designed plast ic work t rays. 
The guide book detai ls numerous act ivi t ies using the t rays and commonly avai l -
able mater ials.  The work progresses from jobs such as pour ing beans to more com-
pl icated tasks such as prepar ing snacks. 
Recommended for  parents and professionals to use with 3-6 year  olds. 
 

For more informat ion, contact  your  area Outreach Vision Consultant . 
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